
 

NEWSLETTER 

A message from the Principal.                                                        
Denis O’Donovan 

 

Three Trophies - Three Great Teams  

 

 

 

 
Belief in oneself is the key to success and success can be achieved by developing our 
strengths….…..I am delighted to bring you our annual Christmas newsletter and at a time when our 
school continues to experience great success in many areas of school life.  Our student enrolment 
continues to grow and many of our students continue to be successful academically and in the wide range 

of activities and experiences that we offer them.  Our Junior and Leaving Certificate results were excellent in 2018 with 25% of 
our leaving certificate class achieving over 500 points and more importantly all students achieving to their potential. Our 
educational partnership with the Presentation Convent continues to be successful and in particular our joint Transition Year 
Programme which this year has 51 students, 32 of which are boys, opting for the programme which is divided into 2 class 
groups. This is testament to the excellent TY programme that both our schools offer.  
We must be aware that the adults of tomorrow are in our classrooms today and we must teach our students to do what’s right, 
the right way and at the right time. I would like to congratulate all our students on their excellent behaviour, their cooperation 
and commitment to all aspects of school life both inside and outside the classroom.  I must compliment them highly on the 
wonderful respect and friendship they have for each other, for the staff and for the school. Respect and friendship are some of 
the very important core values for everyone involved in our school and are values which contribute greatly to the excellent 
teaching and learning environment and the very happy atmosphere that is very important to our success. 
I wish to thank our dedicated staff who work tirelessly and give so generously of their time to provide the many educational 
opportunities that are a very important part of our school life. We are hugely grateful to all Parents for their encouragement 
and support of everything we do for the benefit of our students. I wish to take this opportunity to wish you and your family 
every blessing this Christmas and the very best for 2019. Gach ráth oraibh go léir. 
 

    

 

1. U16 ½  Joe O’Connor Shield winners. Captain -Garry O’Sullivan. 

2. U15 Brendan O’Shea Shield winners. Captain- Darragh Kelly. 

3. First year league winners. Joint captains -Luke O’Connell, Raymond O’Neill, Cathal McElligott. 



 

Student’s Awarded For Academic Achievement. 
 

Padraig Broderick is top Agricultural Science student in the Country. 
In February of this year it was announced that Padraig Broderick had received the highest marks in Ireland in Agricultural 
Science in his Leaving Certificate. Pádraig completed his leaving certificate in June 2017 was awarded the Marty Barrett award 
for excellence in leaving certificate Agricultural science. This award is presented to the leaving certificate student who 
receives the highest marks in the leaving certificate Agricultural Science examination. Padraig is pictured above receiving his 
award from Jim Woulfe CEO of Dairy Gold Co-op and with his parents at a function in Cork last May.  

 

Paddy Brosnan, a high achiever in Mathematics & Science in the 2018 Junior Certificate. 
The State Examinations Commission (SEC) has identified Paddy Brosnan who is a fifth year 
student at St. Patrick’s Secondary School, Castleisland as a high achiever in Maths and Science 
in the 2018 Junior Certificate Examination. From a pool of very  talented students Paddy has 
been selected to participate in the Irish EU Mathematics & Science Olympiad which will take 
place in the coming months at Dublin City University. From this, Paddy is in with a chance of 
being selected to represent Ireland at the European Union Science Olympiad in Almada, 
Portugal from the 4th to 11th of May 2019.  

This is the second year in a row that one of our Junior certificate students has been identified 
as a high achiever in Maths and Science, last year Luke Walsh was identified as a high achiever 
in the 2017 Junior Certificate Exams. 

 

Stephen Murphy awarded with a scholarship from UCC.  
Everyone at St. Patrick’s Secondary School, 
Castleisland were delighted with the news 
recently that Stephen Murphy who completed his 
leaving Certificate at the school this year has been 
awarded the UCC Quercus Entrance Scholarship 
for the 2018/2019 academic year. Stephen has 
been awarded the scholarship on the basis of his 
outstanding achievement in the 2018 leaving 
certificate. Stephen achieved 601 points in his 
leaving certificate and is now in UCC studying Law and French. Stephen received 
the Jim Lyons award for excellence in English at the school earlier in the year. 
Stephen was presented with his scholarship on Thursday December 6th last by 

the president of UCC, Professor Patrick G O’Shea at the scholarship awards ceremony. This is a great achievement for Stephen 
and his family and well deserved. We wish him well in his studies. 

 

 



De - Da………………………………………….by David Griffin 
 

Recently I was asked if I believed in God. A simple question I know but I honestly could not answer it 
at the time. If there really is an all-knowing God filled with compassion and love how could he let my 
grandad suffer for five years and then take him away. If there really is a God what reason has he for 
doing things like this. My Grandad and I were as close as they come. To my family and I he was known 
as De-Da. This was because when my oldest brother was learning people's names instead on calling 
him Granda he called him De-Da. My earliest memories of him were of the days we would spend in the 
fields putting up fences and feeding the horses. I remember that when I was younger, I would ask him 
why he was doing things and he would put down whatever he was using and explain it to me. Then no 
sooner would he turn around then I would take whatever he was using and go off with it myself. This 
drove De-da crazy. He used to come in to my parents and say that “you can't leave anything down 
around with that young fella”. When I was young, he saw me as a messer. I would always do 

something to set him off, but he would never shout at me. That was for my parents. One day, when my cousins were home, I 
got sick of trying to play with them, so I decided to go out, unknown to everyone else. De-da was working on fixing a drain so 
he never noticed me. I walked into a field where a mare and her foal were grazing. I had a packet of Snax’s crisps, and I had  
developed a love for hoses from De-Da. I walked in between the horse and the foal and started feeding them with my crisps 
not even realizing that it was dangerous and that the horse could kick me. That was when De-Da looked up and saw me. He 
ran out into the field, afraid to even shout for fear that the horse would spook and hurt me. He brought me inside and gave out 
that they weren’t watching me. He always used to have his say on things no matter what and he got the nickname boss from 
us. One such thing was my father's singing ability. De-da hadn't a note in his head and he passed that down to my father. One 
day when my Dad was singing a song, De-da asked if the song was hard to sing. When my dad said no why, boss said because 
it's hard to listen to. Wit was never lacking in De-da. 
Despite what I like to believe Sheila was almost definitely De-Da’s favourite. Do you want to know how I know this? He bought 
her a pony. I think that makes it obvious. Even before this you could tell that he used to have her as his favourite. Sheila would 
sit and listen to De-da for hours. I remember one day when Sheila and my brother Flor went in to the house and Sheila 
brought whiskey for him. For half an hour they stayed and De-da kept repeating the same thing; “your looking well Sheila, 
your looking well”. My father, finding it hilarious that De-da hadn't said the same thing to Flor waited until they got outside the 
door and said, “I’d say he thinks you look like crap Flor”. Sometimes I can’t tell if it was the fact, that he preferred Sheila to Flor 
or if it was just because Sheila had the whiskey. When she was younger De-da used to give Sheila tiny glasses of Guinness. I 
still don’t understand why but I wasn’t there. Sheila was like his shadow and no matter what she asked of him when you 
looked out the window you could see the two in deep conversations.  Flor and Padraig were also very close to him but not as 
close as me and Sheila. The two of them were obsessed with football and De-da used to make them kick the ball off both legs 
into a missing brick in the wall. One day, Flor was practicing kicking off the ground when De-da decided to try his hand at it. 
He toe poked the ball in his wellingtons and kicked the ball over all the sheds. That was great but he forgot that Flor still had to 
get the ball. He used to bring both of them around in the car and for Padraig's first Christmas he bought him a rocking horse 
which Padraig fell in love with. 
In July 2010 over a weekend he felt very unwell. Before this he had only had glaucoma. I remember that one day when he was 
afraid, he would lose his driver's license he made my mom put up the different road signs all around the house to study for his 
inspection Over the weekend he deteriorated and on the following Monday he was admitted to the Bons Secours hospital 
Tralee. As he got worse, he was moved to ICU. That evening the consultant spoke to the family and told us that he was 
seriously ill and may not make it through the night. He asked us if he would turn off life support, but we couldn’t say and told 
him to ask boss. When asked he said, “I think I’ll stay in this world a little bit longer”. He felt that he had much more to do 
before he could finally rest. Throughout those weeks he still acted like the De-da we knew and loved but throughout we were 
all fearing what seemed like was the inevitable. After 7 weeks he was released from hospital and went back to normal life. He 
said he would be happy to get 12 months and he ended up getting 5 years. Two and a half of these years were good but after 
those few years he began to deteriorate once again and died in 2015 with all of us around him. 
So, I ask you do you still believe in god. A god that let an amazing man suffer for five years, a god that took the greatest man I 
will ever know away from me a year and finally a god who repeatedly does this to families like mine. If there really is a god I 
hope that he has the decency to give my Grandfather a special place in heaven to give a fair reflection of the lives he has 
touched. 
 



My Journey With The Kerry Minor Football Team……………by Ethan Reidy 

 

It all began on a cold September morning in 2017.  About 50 players from North and South 
Kerry were brought to a number of training sessions forming a provisional panel for the 2018 
Kerry minors.  As time passed by, the panel was narrowed down to about 40 and from this 
point on the Kerry minor manager Peter Keane and his management team took the panel and 
started our proper training. 

The first phase was the pre-Christmas training regimes.  We usually trained 3 days a week 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the training would mainly 
consist of running, with a small amount of ball work.  On Saturdays it would be a gym session 
followed by core work (which was torture!). This was the toughest part of the preparations. 
We did a gruelling circuit which consisted of 12 difficult exercises which are 60 seconds on 
and 20 seconds rest.  We did this circuit twice! 

We also had many challenge games over Christmas period.  We played the reigning Munster Colleges champions Pobalscoil 
Chorca Dhuibhne of Dingle and we also played the football stronghold St. Brendan’s College Killarney.  These games played a 
vital role in the selection process after which the panel was narrowed down to 32 and I was delighted to have made the last 
32. 

We also played many challenge games after the Christmas period. I got the chance to play in the games against Dublin and 
Kildare. These games were a very important part of the learning process where we had to deal with various things from the 
build-up to a game right through to the video analysis afterwards.   

On the 2nd of May our Munster championship journey began. This began with a game against Tipperary who we defeated 
comprehensively.  This game was a great learning opportunity for us. Then we faced one of our toughest matches of the 
championship which was against cork and we scraped by with a 1-point win. We were now in a Munster final and our 
opponents were the Banner county of Clare. We have a very good victory over Clare and we were delighted to win a Munster 
title. 

After the Munster final win our All-Ireland journey began with an All-Ireland quarter final which against Roscommon at the 
Gaelic Grounds, Limerick. This was a difficult game for us and for the first time in the campaign we found ourselves trailing 
our opponents on the scoreboard and we had to find strength and character for fight back and win the game. This was a 
recurring theme of our remaining games.   We were now heading to Croke Park for an All-Ireland Semi-final against 
Monaghan. This was our first time staying together away from home with the team, which made many of us tense but not for 
long with Owen Fitzgerald on the team who was the character of the team and he made us all loosen up with his imitation of 
the Monaghan players meeting which involved smashing a glass on the floor! Match day arrived quickly and this was another 
hard fought battle and we just scraped by with the help of Paul Walsh’s miraculous freekick from the corner. We could now 
look forward to an All-Ireland final. 

On All-Ireland Day we were faced a huge challenge against a very formidable Galway team in front of a huge crowd. It was a 
game full of intensity and passion which in my opinion was one of the best games of the championship with us trailing on the 
scoreboard leading up to the final minutes, and we had to find a few last-minute scores to win the All-Ireland. It was greatest 
day of my life. It was a year long journey with many ups and downs but we claimed the ultimate prize which was winning the 
Tommy Markham Cup for the 5th year in a row. It was a great privilege and honour for me to wear the Green and Gold jersey of 
Kerry and I am very grateful for the opportunity and the many friends I have made along the way.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

U14 Development Squad members; Cathal & Jack McElligott   U15 Development Squad members; James Baily, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Kerymino`       

 

 Playing on a Kerry Team 

 

It is every young footballer’s dream to wear the Green and Gold jersey and play football for Kerry and represent their family, 

club, and school at County level. With the introduction of Kerry’s underage  Development Squads this dream can become a 

reality with hard work and commitment. For a number of years many of our students started their Kerry football careers with 

underage Kerry teams and development squads. This year we had 14 students who have been part of the County Development 

Squads and have played on Kerry underage teams during the season. 

 

 

 

 

 
 Luke O’Connell, Ryan Dennehy, Ray O’Neill, Conor Wilkinson.    John Curtin & Darragh Kelly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   U16 Development Squad members; Tadhg O’Shea,                            Kerry U20’s Danny Hickey. 
   Padraig Hilliard & Daniel Kelly.     Ethan Reidy Kerry Minor 2018   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our PE Teacher Patrick McCarthy has been involved   
with Kerry’s U14, U15 and U16 Development squads  
and recently has been appointed as a Kerry  

                Minor Selector and trainer.  We wish him well in this     
                role and this experience will be invaluable and will be 
                of great benefit for the school going forward. 

 



 

 Georgie 

 
On April the 17th last we learned with great saddness of the death of Georgie. The late Georgie was 
a very good friend of everyone in our school and always gave us something to laugh about anytime 
he called to see us and his visits were almost always soccer related.  

Much has been written and said about Georgie and his contribution to soccer in Castleisland and 
beyond and the wonderful opportunities that he gave so many young people that he coached. But 
Georgie gave his charges so much more than soccer skills. He taught them valuable life skills. He 
insisted on punctuality, respect, good manners, good behaviour and no bad language even when 
his own side line language was often colourful!. He had no time for what he called “cheeky pups”. If 
you were part of Georgie’s team and if you fell short on any of the above you were either left on the 
bench for a while or left at home. The boys learned quickly.  

Georgie was full of honest roguery, fun and devilment and was always a few steps ahead. In his school bus driving days there 
were many mornings when a delegation, sent by Georgie, would arrive at my door and say … we must finish early this evening 
Sir,… says who boys, Georgie did, he said to tell you we have a match in Tralee this evening and he must be back in town early 
from his bus run.  The match probably had a 6:30pm kick-off ☺. The trips to the Irish International games were planned with 
great detail and I was always given advance notice. Georgie would always insist that the boys go to school in the morning and 
then he would ring nice and early and say…. Denis, leave the boys out at 10:30am. What time are ye leaving Georgie?.. 12:30….. 
Georgie, wouldn’t 12 be early enough to let them out…. not a hope, they must all go to Mass first, and they did. He had great  
faith and it was his way of making sure that everyone returned home safely. 

Georgie was very kind and decent and always looked out for that promising young player when circumstances might be such 
that soccer was not high on the list of priorities. He called to me one morning looking for a particular individual and said… I 
must take xxxxx for 10 minutes, I must take him down town and buy him a pair a boots. He’s a nice player and we could do 
with him at U14. The boots were bought and that young man got great value out of them. There were many occasions when he 
looked after our staff who would be looking for a match ticket for an Irish International game and he never left us down.  

Georgie was part of all of our school soccer teams and never missed a match. His last outing with us was on January 16th when 
we played a senior game against Schull in Mount Hawk Park. The previous week he had travelled to Dunmanway with the 
same team. Georgie’s legacy will live on for years to come and all that he has taught many of Castleisland’s youth will stand to 
them for ever.  . Ar dheis lámh Dé go raibh a anam uasal. 

 

Our Health & Fitness Programme 
 

As well as providing 100 minutes of PE each week for each student, over the 

course of a selected month in each school year we will focus on the physical 

activity levels and nutrition of all our first year students. We hope to increase 

their physical activity levels and improve their knowledge of healthy eating 

throughout the month. We will carry out a standard fitness test at the beginning 

of the month and complete a retest at the end of the 4 weeks to see if there were 

improvements. This will show each individual student that they can benefit from 

adapting a healthier lifestyle in school. We hope that this initiative will prepare 

and encourage all students to follow an active and healthy lifestyle into the 

future. Each week we will focus on a particular aspect of fitness and each day we will challenge the students to complete tasks 

relating to health and fitness. As well as this, students will set weekly goals that they will hope to achieve. It would be great if each 

household got behind this initiative for the month of March and encourage the students to participate to the best of their ability.  

Focus for each week 

Week 1 - Increasing Physical Activity Levels 

Week 2 - Fruit & Veg Intake 

Week 3 - Drinking Water 

Week 4 - Healthy Food & Drink SwapsActivities throughout the month will include: 12 at 12 (12 mins activity at 12:12),   5k 

run/walk, make your own lunch for a week, make healthy snacks for break time, extended time for PE, talk from a nutritionist,  advice 

from some high profile sports personalities, fruit eating challenge, calculating their resting heart rate, and much more. 



My Special Olympics Journey……………by Jonathan Kerins 

Sci-Fest 2018 
   

First year and second year students will shortly begin preparing for Sci Fest 2019.  
The aim of the Sci Fest programme is to encourage and develop an interest of the 
STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) through an active 
and enquiry based learning and to provide a forum for students to present both 
orally and visually and to display their scientific investigations. The programme 
provides students with an opportunity to engage in activities that link the STEM 
subjects to their everyday lives and to society. The activities that the students engage 
in support an inquiry based and a problem solving approach to learning promoted 
by the STEM subjects thus improving their opportunities to achieve academic 
success. Each class in each year group will be divided into groups of three or four 

and each group will pick a subject area they would like to research. They will put together a presentation which will be 
assessed by a representative from Sci fest in April and based on the assessment some of the projects may be recommended to 
go forward to the regional section of Sci fest in May in the IT Tralee.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I started swimming when I was around eight years old, while attending Curranes Primary School. On 
Mondays, we would go swimming with the school for about an hour. This took place in The Complex 
in Tralee. After a short length of time, some of us showed great potential and advanced to the large 
pool. A few years later, when I was 11 years old, I was picked for the Kerry Stars. During the trials, I 
excelled, and the coaches moved me into a stronger and faster group.  

On one occasion, I took part in a swimming competition at the University of Limerick, on that day I 
was proudly competing for Kerry. I won three gold medals that day in the 50m, 100m, and 200m. We 
also practiced for the relay. There was one main competition in UL and this was to try and qualify for 
the Special Olympics in Dublin in July 2018. However, there was a requirement to win gold to be 

eligible for entry so the pressure was on. To my delight, I won three gold medals, so I had a great chance to be picked. 

Some months later, my mother received a phone call from my Kerry Stars coach informing us of the great news that I was 
picked for the Special Olympics in Dublin … and so my training continued. A year later, it was time to go to Dublin. That 
morning I got up early to prepare for the trip. We went to the train station and had to wait as the train was delayed. Eventually 
we began our journey to Dublin. By the time we arrived at the hotel, I was very tired. I was nervous thinking about the coming 
days. The event was on for three days – the first was qualifying times, second for individual swims and third day for the relay 
event. 

On the first day, I got my qualifying time and it was very good. On the second day, I won silver in the 100m and gold for the 
50m. On the third day, we won gold for the 200m relay. We were absolutely thrilled with the result and the huge achievement. 
When the competitions finished we made our way back home by train. 

At the train station we were put onto a bus, which, transferred us to The Randle’s Court Hotel in Killarney. As we arrived at the 
hotel, people were, cheering for us, taking pictures and congratulating us, which was so surreal and exciting. Coming into the 
hotel we were announced by name to great applause from the crowd. The whole three days was a brilliant experience. I was 
very proud of myself, our team, and everyone who supported me. Last October, I received a Certificate of Achievement. This 
was presented to me at a function in the Randle’s Court Hotel in Killarney. This was my journey to the Special Olympics in 
Dublin. 

 



 

SEN – Support for all Students……….. by Claire Hally (SEN Teacher)  

 
 

In our SEN (Special Education Needs) Department we are delighted to have the opportunity 
to assist students with special educational needs.  This includes students with learning 
difficulties or disabilities and these come under the General Learning Disabilities category or 
Specific Learning Disabilities.   The Special Educational Teacher provides additional support 
to students and liaises with subject teachers and parents in relation to the students’ needs.  
Students attend resource classes either individually or in small groups. Support is offered in 
alternative areas; academic support, social and communication skills, wellbeing and 
guidance.    IT is a vital resource as there are numerous online resources which help improve 
and examine a student’s level of knowledge.  Students also have the opportunity to develop 

their typing and touch-typing skills.  Lessons are interactive and student centred. 

The role of the Special Educational Teacher is assessing and recording each student’s 
needs and progress throughout the academic year. Each student has a ‘Student 
Support File’ which incorporates their strengths and their needs.  Students are aware 
of their targets and this allows them to take control of the areas they wish to develop.  
Goal setting gives students long-term vision and short-term motivation.  Students are 
taught in our Special Education Resource Room. A safe and comfortable environment 
is provided where students can learn at a pace suitable to them. It is an area in which 
students can relax and engage in conversation.  The role of the Special Educational 
teacher is an important element within our school environment, providing extra 
support and guidance to students during their time in our school.   

 

Music, Songs, Dance & Drama 
We are very fortunate to have wonderfully gifted musicians and singers and those with an interest in Drama and being on 
stage among our student cohort and it is equally satisfying to be able to provide them with opportunities to use their talents at 
various times during the school year both at local community events and at school events such as our school mass and prayer 
services, talent shows and concerts.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Coming soon………… Tuesday January 24th 2019 at 7:30pm 
St. Patrick’s Secondary School & Presentation Secondary School 

Presents 

Our Annual Talent Show 
ALL WELCOME 

Free Admission for all Primary school pupils 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Enright, Aidan Ward, Redmond Horan, Diarmuid Daly, Sean Cronin, Darragh Kelly, Thomas Conway 

If I Were Taoiseach…………by Darragh Buckley 

 

 As Mr. Huggins outlines the structure of the Irish Government and the role of our Taoiseach, 
my mind begins to wander and his words start to drift into the distance. I begin to imagine 
what it would feel like to be head of the Irish Government “An Taoiseach”. Government 
leaders are often judged on their first 100 days, well it wouldn’t take me too long to put 
manners on a few people and sort out some of the current injustices in our Country! 
 
My top three priorities are quite simple, but in my mind very effective in terms of sorting a 
few current issues which are causing undue stress to many people in this country: number 
one; ban homework, number two; ban teachers who are mean to students and last but by no 
means least; get rid of Sunday drivers. These three activities are draining, tiring and generally 
hated by everyone and I would be doing people a favour. 
 
Homework is a particularly nasty activity and I believe teachers who give homework should 
be called aside. Homework is robbing children of precious time in the evening when they 

could be doing something constructive like playing football or soccer with their friends or dare I say it – spending some time 
on the Playstation. Grown-ups say homework is good for you but I can guarantee you that if you tried to make them do it every 
night they would give you a good crack across the side of the head. Therefore, I strongly believe that horrible homework 
should be banned and anyone caught giving poor helpless children homework will be stoned. 
 
The second of the three deadly sins is being a mean teacher and giving out to little kids, as if children don’t have enough stress 
in their lives – imagine a teacher coming along and roaring at the top of their voice about something insignificant. Since when 
is it necessary to yell at a five year old child for getting 2+2 wrong? I would enforce this law immediately in order to protect 
kids from these yelling beasts. 
 
The third and final law breaking act is being a “Sunday driver” – since when is it ok to drive at 20kph, looking over ditches 
trying to see if the neighbour has cut his silage or checking if the Moloney’s have painted the house this year. For this crime 
you will be put off the road forever and have your legs cut off so you can’t drive. This punishment is ten times better than 
giving someone stupid penalty points. I would be doing the most amazing favour to road users. 
 
Now that my work is done, I must think of more ways to squeeze even more money out of the Irish tax payer – maybe a tax on 
air? All I know is that I’m always right and everyone else is wrong! I’m better than any other Taoiseach and like every overpaid 
politician, I’m only interested in the money and holidays! 
 
Suddenly I hear “Buckley wake up” and it looks like my plan is short lived as I realise it was but a dream and Mr. Huggins is  
busy outlining what homework we have for the weekend!  
 

  

Student Council 2018/2019 
 

 



 

 Artwork ………………………………………..by John O’Connor 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expériences en Irlande..........by David Grimm & Gabriele Barberio 

 

Nous sommes Gabriele et David, deux étudiants étrangers italien et allemand qui ont 
choisi de passer 5 mois en Irlande. 

Quand nous sommes arrivés ici, nous sommes entrés en contact avec la culture de ce 
pays.  

Nous nous sommes installés dans nos familles irlandaises et au mois d’ Aôut nous 
avons commencé au lycée. L’ école s’ appelle “St. Patrick’s Secondary School”. C’est 
une école très prestigieuse. II y a des mésures très strictes contre l’ intimidation et 
on promouvoit l’ égalité entre les individus. Ce lycée a aussi de la technologie 
digitale très avancée comme des projecteurs dans presque chaque salle et des 
ordinateurs modernes. Un autre point qu’on peut faire sur ce lycée est la bonne 
éducation physique: à cette école la plupart des jeunes est très sportif et elle a sa 
propre équipe du foot gaelique  

Il y a plus de cours ici que dans nos pays et ça peut être un inconvénient et un avantage au même temps car ça veut dire plus 
de travail, mais on a aussi la possibilité d’apprendre plus. Pour la plupart les professeurs ici sont sympas, moi, David, j’ai fait 
comme même un projet d’imprinte 3D. C’ était un appareil pour soutenir des protections des oreilles. Nous avons aussi visité 
la «balance expo», c’était une journée organisée pour les jeunes qui concerne le thème de la santée mentale. On a écouté 
plusieures témoignages de célébrités sur ce thème et il y avait des jeux enseignantes pendant les pauses. Notre séjour ici s’a 
passé très bien jusqu’à ce moment et il y a une grande probabilité que nous quitterons ce pays en ayant des sentiments positifs 
du lycée.  



BEAT ALONG THE TRACKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Short Story………………………………by Justin McCarthy 
 

The timeworn bike was picking up speed as the wind blew his grimy hood back over the suitcase fastened 
to the bike’s stern. The station materialized on the horizon. The subdued thoughts in his fragile mind 
sprouted like a seed in his brain, eventually invading his every contemplation. He left the bike inclined 
against cragged stonewall outside the station. He made his way to the ticket booth, the diverse emotions 
conflicting in his mind. ‘’One way to London please’’, The man behind the glass scowled at him from 
underneath his spotless blue cap. ‘’You on your own?’’, He inquired, looking down at the boy’s tainted 
garments. ‘’That will be £7.50’’. He timidly slid the loose change the across the counter and retrieved his 
ticket. He forced the change down into his pocket and pulled out a partial photo. He deliberated what tale 

the missing piece could tell. He then ambled out onto the platform and waited, clutching the hospital letter. Each fleeting 
moment bringing him closer to his father but further from home.  

The doors segregated, revealing a miscellany of vacant seats. He scanned the breadth of the carriage until his gaze fell upon an 
empty seat partnered with an empty desk. He continued to his selected seat and ensconced himself within its cushions. He 
fixed his portmanteau on the seat adjacent and undid one of its ample zips. He plunged his hand into the depths of the package 
and retrieved a Sony Walkman. A lagniappe bestowed upon him by the man he was going to visit. 

He gazed out the window, at the bountiful houses, small animals and trees that raced across his field of vision, as, ‘’Blood on 
the Tracks’’, By Bob Dylan reverberated in his ears. His eyes deluge with tears as he apprehended the letter. This could be the 
last time the two ever converge. 

‘’London Central’’, heralded the disembodied Tannoy speaker. He paced out onto the platform and ascended the stairs up into 
the London street. He continued onwards, onwards among the optimistic buskers, through the late workers racing against the 
clock. ‘’Get you hot-dogs here! £2.50 each!’’, He heard advertise as he pushed past the outstretched hands of sorrowful 
beggars.  

He scans his phone for directions as the wave of pedestrians wash over him. Only a mere number of turns along the bustling 
streets and he will arrive at the journey’s terminus. 

‘’I’m looking for Barry Williams, I’m his son’’, the initial expression on the nurse’s face was one of shock, which swiftly 
devolved into one of sorrow and empathy. ‘’Five doors down and to the right’’, she stuttered with an aura of benevolence in 
her eyes.     

He traversed the corridor until he arrived at the aforementioned door. ‘’Hello?’’, he whimpered. With numbness in his stomach 
he inspected his ailing father. His skin was pale and flaky like he'd been doused in flour. His body convulsed slightly. The nurse 
stood adjacent to the bed, a dismayed look sprawled across her face. ‘’How is h— ‘’, he didn’t conclude his sentence before the 
door crashed open and the doctor emerged from the hallway.  

The bed raced down the hall, the staff shouting medical terms, it was if he was stuck in a foreign country without a way to 
translate the local language. The bed’s extremity thrusted the doors open and wedged in through the breach. They began to 
operate frantically, regurgitating identical medical terms as in the hallway. Slowly, the commotion began to die down, the 
nurses and doctor ceased the operation. He lolled there, motionless, lifeless. A nurse approached the boy and placed a piece of 
a torn photograph into his hand. 

The trains wheels beat along the tracks as a dark, starry blanket swept over this guy, encompassing all that was left with in the 
previous daylight.  

 

A  Golden Year  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
John O’Connor, a second year student and a member of An Ríocht Athletic Club brought his haul 
of gold medals for the year to six having won gold medals in the minor boys 100m and 200m in 
the North Munster Athletics Track and Field.  John claimed the 100m in a time of 11.7 seconds 
and the 200m in a time of 25.32 seconds. John won gold in the 60m North Munster Indoor 
championships earlier this year and followed that with gold in the 100m Kerry colleges Athletics 
Track and field in early May. To finish off the year John won gold in the Munster school 100m on 
a time of 12.14 seconds. We look forward to John having great success in the years to come. John 
finished his season in great style by winning an All-Ireland Gold medal in the Community Games 
100m. It has been a great year for John on the track in Kerry and Munster school competitions 
and in Community Games. We wish John the very best of luck for the 2019 season which will 
begin shortly. 

 



 Our Trip To Lourdes………………..by Moss O’Callaghan 

 

In September three 6th year students, Moss O’Callaghan, Donncha Daly and Tommy Curtin 
accompanied by Maria Daly went to Lourdes as volunteer carers with the Kerry Diocesan 
Pilgrimage. This is an account of their experience written by Moss O’Callaghan. 

 Our days normally began between 5 and 6 am. We would have our breakfast in the hotel 
and make our way to the hospital for 6.30 am. There, we would all be assigned to different 
groups. Most groups were responsible for cleaning the rooms of the pilgrims. This included 
cleaning the toilet and shower, mopping the floor and making the beds. One group would 
be assigned to kitchen duty. That meant that group would be serving all the meals; 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, for the day and cleaning the tables once the pilgrims were 
done. Once the rooms were cleaned and everyone had finished their breakfast, there was 
normally a mass straight after. Our job then was to make sure every pilgrim who required 
help going to the mass, be it if they were in a wheelchair or unable to walk long distances, 
was accompanied and ready to go. After the morning mass there was usually free time for 
the pilgrims to go in to the town centre if they wanted to buy presents for people at home 
or go to one of the cafes for coffee, tea, etc. Again, our job was to accompany them to town 

if they required help and to make sure they had no problems. At approximately 12-1pm, there was lunch for the pilgrims in 
the hospital. While they were having their lunch, we returned to our hotel for ours, except for the group on kitchen duty. They 
had their lunch 30 minutes after everyone else. After dinner there was usually some type of ceremony scheduled, which could 
be going to the stations of the cross, confession or a rosary. If there was a gap in time between that ceremony ending and the 
evening ceremony, again the pilgrims had a chance to go to town. In the evenings there was often a long mass, and one 
particular night there was a candlelit procession to the underground basilica which is very big and can hold 25,000 people 
when full.  Unfortunately, while we were there, the weather was thunderous on the night we were scheduled to do it and it 
was unsafe for the pilgrims to take part. Once the evening ceremony was complete, we returned to the hospital with the 
pilgrims. There was tea and biscuits/cake for the pilgrims, so we made sure everyone who wanted something got it. We as 
carers were then done for the day at approximately 10.30pm and we had about an hour of free time before we had to return to 
our rooms. 

Overall, I really enjoyed the experience. I met plenty of new people and improved my communication skills a great deal. It was 
tiring, involved a lot of hard work and the early mornings were a struggle at times, but, ultimately, it was a thoroughly 
enjoyable and enriching experience and a something I will never forget.  

 

The Craft of Wood Carving ………………….By Dáire Murphy 
 

When I was in second year we were given the Junior Cert MTW brief, as our project 
from February until Summer. The brief was related to well-being and I decided that 
football was one of my favourite things to do in my spare time and it was almost 
therapeutic after a day of school. The concept of making a spherical football was one of 
my first ideas, but I quickly came to the conclusion that it would be near impossible to 
create. However the idea intrigued me and after a lot of thought and plenty of design 
sketching, I decided to go ahead with the bold task. I began with a block of maple wood 
made up of twelve individual panels which were glued together. From there on in it 
consisted of a lot of trial and error, patience and 
determination. When the sphere had been made 
there was still an amount of sanding to do, when 
that was done, I used a wood burner to burn the 
logos into the wood and used carving chisels to 
imitate the stitching of a real leather O’Neills 
football. Personally I think the hard work payed off 
and I am delighted with the final results.   

 

  



 

 

Not Me…………………….original song written by Micheal Nix 
  

Verse 1 

I saw you girl from just across the street, you were with the guy that you started to meet, me girl I do 
not know what to say, I’m out of words in every single way 

Pre Chorus 
But I think you don’t care about what I’m going through, cause if you did you wouldn’t leave, leave me 

here to die. But I say! 
Chorus  

Who’s gonna love you when he is gone, who’s gonna love you when your love has faltered, not, not me. 
Who’s gonna love you when you’re in despair, who’s gonna love you when you just don’t care, not me, not me, not me, oh.  

Verse 2  
Every day is just like any other day, I’m alone and all I want to do is pray, that I can start my life over again, but that is 

just a distant memory. 
Pre Chorus  

But I think you don’t care about what I’m going through, cause if you did you wouldn’t leave, leave me here to die. But I 
say! 

Chorus  
Who’s gonna love you when he is gone, who’s gonna love you when your love has faltered, not me, not me. Who’s gonna 
love you when you’re in despair, who’s gonna love you when you just don’t care, not me, not me, not me, oh, not me, oh.  

Instrumental 
Pre Chorus  

But I think you don’t care about what I’m going through, cause if you did you wouldn’t leave, leave me here to die. But I 
say! 

Chorus 
Who’s gonna love you when he is gone, who’s gonna love you when your love has faltered, not me, not me oh, oh, oh, 

oh!!!! Who’s gonna love you when he is gone, who’s gonna love you when your love has faltered, not me, not me. Who’s 
gonna love you when you’re in despair, who’s gonna love you when you just don’t care, not me, not me, not me, oh baby 

not me! Not me, oh baby not me! 
End: Not me…………… 
 
 

First Year Teams 2018-2019……..Rugby, Football,Basketball & Soccer 
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Primary School Activity Sheet 

Test your Knowledge – Numbers Game. The answers will be found by reading the newsletter. 

1. A person has been hired to paint the numbers 1 through 100 on 100 apartments. 

 

How many times will they have to paint the number 8? 

Answer: _________ (Hint: 2 + 6 x 3) 

2. The number of current pupils in St. Patrick’s Secondary School that have represented Kerry in Football in 2018?  

Answer: _________ (Hint: The Lowest Common Multiple of 2 and 7) 

3. Current number of boys doing Transition Year?  

Answer: _________ (Hint: The Highest Common Factor of 64 and 96) 

4. There are several books on a bookshelf. If one book is 4th from the left and 6th from the right, how many books are on 

the shelf?  

Answer: _________ (Hint: Number of sides of a Nonagon) 

5. The number of minutes pupils of St. Patrick’s Secondary School take part in PE each week?  

Answer: _________ (Hint: The number of grams in 0.1kg) 

6. The number of pupils in St. Patrick’s Secondary School who received over 500 points in their Leaving Cert in 2018?  

Answer: _________ (Hint: The sum of the first 5 odd numbers) 

Now, add all your answers together to get the final number. 

Answer: _________ 

Hint: (The no. of Aces in a deck of cards) x (The no. of weeks in a year) – (The no. of sides in an octagon) 

  



 

Enrolment for 1st Years  - 2019 & 2020  

                                    NOW OPEN          Contact the school for full details 

A Snapshot of School Life 

        

 
 
 


