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NEWSLETTER

A message from the Principal.
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It is always a great pleasure to introduce our annual Christmas newsletter because this publication
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Secondary SchoolA new school yearalways brings a fresh focus and an opportunity to set and reach new goals for the year
ahead. We have a very dedicated and enthusiastic teaching team whose daily focus is on looking after each student so that
they can grow and develop and reach their full potential as indiduals and academicallyEach student is unique, has different
talents and qualities and we encourage them to be the best they can be. We place a very strong emphasis on the rights and
welfare of others and foster a culture of respect which enables all stedts to thrive and be happy in a wonderful school
environment.

Many of our students have a diverse range of interests outside of school and it is always importanteiocourage them,to
acknowledge theirsuccesses and give them an opportunity to contribute to this publicationWe are delighted to see how well

our first years have managed the transition from primary schooand their vibrant personalities are a wonderful addition to

the school. The 2015/2A.6 schoolyear saw a major breakthrough for the school in our quest for rugby glory winning the U15
South Munster emerging school competition and our senior rughy team winning the inaugurddonal Walsh memorial
tournament. Well done to all involved.

| wish to thank our dedicated staff who work tirelesslyand give so generously of their timeo provide the many educational
opportunities that are a very important part of our school life. | wish to take this opportunity to wish you and your family
every blessihg this Christmas and the very best for 204 Gach rath oraibh go Iéir.

2016 0 U15 South Munster Rugby Champions

St. Patrick’'s Secondary School
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Our school has a very distinguished list of past students who have played i
the Green and Gold jersey of Kerry at many grades and levels. That list
project for another day. Thankfully the list continues to grow and theg
summer of 2016 was a busyne for some of our students who spent som
time representing their club and school in the Green and Gold of Kerry.

The Kerry North U16 team which was trainedand coached by our PE
teacher Patrick McCarthy and on which we had four students playin
namely Shay Walsh, Eddie Horan, Sean Horan and David Shanahan, w
Munster title in July. The last time Kerry North won this title back in 2002
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final, Cork A in the Semfinal and Kerry South in the inal on a score line of
3-11 to 2-9.

On the other side of the county playing with the Kerry South U14 squad was Cian Ring from th
Firies club. Cian played in goals for the Kerry South team that captured the Munster U14 title whe
they defeated Cork Westin the semk final and Cork East in the final and which was played at the
Fraher GAA grounds in Dungarvan last July.

Our other students that were involved with the Kerry North squads were Daniel Kelly, Tadhg
/| 83 EAARh AT A $T1T AT ' AAérddéxé&ptional bn nmadg lel/el@ rowdolx Ahil
involvement with the Kerry squads and are a credit to their families, their clubs and their school.
Well done boys.

Photographs: Above, members of the Kerry U16 Munster winning team, L to R: Eddie Horan,
Shay Walsh, Patrick McCarthy Trainer/Coach, David Shanahan and Sean Horan.
Left: Cian Ring displaying his U14 Munster winners medal.

Gone GOIﬁng I by Luke Walsh (¥ Year)

What other people may find in poetry, | find in the flight of a good drive Arnold Palmer

| began playing golf when | was eight years old. | got my first golf lessons from the gg
professional at Killarney Golf Club and the following year | became a member of Killarney Gg
club with a playing handicap of 28I began playing junior competitionswith my club and as part of

the Kerry Junior Leagueand my golf game gradually began to improve and after a while my
impressive scores grabbed the attention of the county coaches and a eafl to the Kerry U13 golf

team followed. | played intercounty competitions around Munster for the following five years and
in my last year we won the Munster U13 provincial title and | had the honour of having the bes
individual score in the competition.

was to work hard at my game and make the team. In early 2015 | received a letter from G
Munster telling me | had been selected to play for my province Munster in the Interprovincia
competition. That was one of my biggest achievements up to then. | set a personal target for 20
and that was to win the U15 Munster boys amateur close championship which would be played i
Carrick an Suir in July. | prepared well for that competition and played ¢ course with a local
member the week before which was a massive help on a challenging course. | won the competition with a score of 3 paer
and a single stroke to spare over a friend of mine from Mallow Golf Club.

| now have a playing handicap of &and my goals for 2017 are to continue playing club competitions and bring my playing

After | moved on from the Ul3grade | began to train with the Munster U14 squad and my goal
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we had two studentson that team, John Buckley and Padraig Reidy. During
the campaign David played at wing back, Sean at midfield, Eddie at centre
forward and Shay at corner forward. They defeated Cork B in the quarter
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Ireland competition, make the Munster U16 team, to win the Munster U17 boys
amateur close tlampionship and to do very well in myJunior Cert!!!

| put my success down to hours of practice and hard work and to theigport of my
parents and coacB 4 ECAO 711 A0 OAUO O1Ii 1 AGOAO
CAO AAOOAO AT A OEAGd isGEgleat vy Ad 10dh TdiScipliBeA O
responsibility, honesty and sportsmansikp and | enjoy playing the game.

Photograph: Luke with his Munster U15 boys Amateur Close Championship Cup.
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Young Fine Gael & M&ééeeéeé. by ar oamanony 6™ Year

In 2014, | joined Young Fine Gael (YFG) following years of interest in Irish politics. After researching all the
parties, | decided that Fine Gael was the one for me. | felt that prudence and stability were far mare
important than populism and promises. Traditionally, | come from a Fianna Fail background, but | quickly
shelved that idea when | saw them lead our great nation into the worst recession since the foundation of
the state.
By comparison, | thought that the Coalition Government who seued our junklabelled economy from the
abyss, securing 150,000 extra jobs for our people and leading us out of an IMF bailout prematurely
received more than its fair share of criticism. Of course, people have the right to be angry in the face of austetitut the
alternatives | felt would have buried our state for decades.
Soatacostobch ) ETET AA OEA 1T OCATEOAOEITh 1106 AT OEOAT U OOOA | xE
am involved are;
What is Young Fine Gael?In 1977, Dr. Garret FitzGerald established YFG as the autonomous youwting of Fine Gael, with
the power to form its own policy, run its own campaigns and elects its own executive. Whether you wish to pursue a career in
politics, journalism, law or anything else, ti gives people a wonderful opportunity to be a part of effective change. Notable
former members include Leo Varadkar, Simon Coveney and lvan Yates.
What Do We Do? Fine Gael currently has 12 Cabinet seats, more so than ever before. This gives YFG unigquk | a
unprecedented access to Government officials that no other youth organisation has. Every October, we deliver aBrrdget
Submission to the Minister for Finance and our other subcommittees deliver policy to their respective Departments.
Last November, Taoiseach Enda Kenny, Tanaiste Frances Fitzgerald and our next President of the European Parliament
Mairead McGuinness addressed our National Conference. Other highlights on the calendar include our annual trip to Béal na
Blath in August to commemorate IAT AT A6 0 A& O1 AAoh ' AT AOAI - EWilsiAgAGarretHitaGerald | O
Weekend) OET O1 A AI PEAOEOAR 9&' EJd ABA ACEMIAETA AG EAA AT AE
AO EOA )& EO Oi1 01 AO timvévkd i@ theck ueylgieC UT 086 A 1 EEA O CA
- 1 We are for difference In our schoolthe Resource Department provides assistance to meet the needs
. ’  of students assessed as having special educational needs, learning difficulties
for respecting or disabilities. The Resource Teacher provides additional support to students
difference, who have entered main stream schds and liaises with other teachers and
. . DAOAT 600 EI OAl AGET 1 Ol OEA AEEI AGO |
forvaluing difference, Aj 6A0T AGEGA xAUOG8 771 OEOEAAGO AT A | Ac
until difference ability are provided. This allows the resource teacher tootus on specific
areas that need addressing. Computers are also used, there are numergus
no longer makes a i11ETA OAOI OOAAO OEAO EAID EI DO OA
difference. > knowledge. It is also important to include a fun element in learning, this
. helps to keep the stud 1 605 ET OAOAOOAAS 7EAQEAO

making on a specific topic, these methods allow the lessons to be lively and student centred.

There are numerous learning difficulties and disabilities such as ADHD (Attention Deficit Disorder), ODD pfisitional

Defiant Disorder), SEBD (Social Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties), Autism, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia and Hearing

Impairment. Some of these disabilities will fall under the General Learning Disabilities category.

4EA OTT A 1T &£ OEA 2A01 OOAA 4AAAEAO EO AOOAOGOET ¢ AT A OAAI
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specific time periods. The process of setting goals allows students to choose where they want to go in school and
what they want to achieve. By knowing what they want to achieve, they know what they have to )
concentrate on and improve. Goal setting gives students lofigrm vision and shortterm /\f\{
motivation. Students are taught in a separate area. This allows them to be in a safe and V
comfortable environment which supports their needs. It provides a space where students &'
can learn at a pace suitable to them. The rold the Resource Teacher is an important
element within our school environment providing extra support and guidance to
students during their time in our school.
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-U TAT A EO "OUAT $AI UlstArtedoff shdwing avésiwhed IAALD yeqrs okdi | initially got the interest

in showing them from my neighbour Jack Walsh. Then | joined Kerry Young Members Association, this is an association w

teaches and guides young people to halter trairtlip and handle calves. | attended my first show in Tralee at the county fair

and | really enjoyed the atmosphere. | then went to my first national show, showing two claves and won the junior nov
class! From then | have grown and become a more confidahandler and | am now in the intermediate class. | have mar
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shows on my calendar now such as my local show The County Fair, Charleville, Clonakilty, National Calf Show, Tullamore and
Millstreet. Something that started as a dream has helped me gain mangs# friends throughout the country.

My Jersey cow which won first place at the County Fair in Tralee this year and Prizes which | won at the National Calf
Show in Kilkenny last year.

GeographyClass

Our Geography Departmentave been actively promoting the use of our local
AT OEOTTiI AT O O1F AT EATAA OOOAAT 080 1 A
geographical skill set. We have found that one of the main benefits of utilizing
the natural environment for field studiesis that it provides students with the

perfect opportunity to put the theory they have learned in the classroom
environment into practice. In recent weeks both ourFirst and Transition year

cohorts have made the short visit to Crag Caves in accordance with thei
studies of weathering, erosion and karst landscapes. During their visit studentg
learned about the formation and discovery of
Crag Caves and experienced an informative it :
guided tour of the cave which gave students fit-hand experience of the various feature that
are created in an underground cave system. In recent weeks in accordance with their studies
river processes our first year students made the short journey down to the local river walk an
observed the various processes and physical features of@hRiver Maine and were able t
identify features of erosion and deposition along the course of the riveOur Transition year
students are currently studying OS maps and Aerial photographs. As part of this study stude
will undertake a traffic management survey within Castleisland in the hope of identifying
potential areas of traffic congestion. Following completion of the survey students will the
identify reasons for this problem and draw up a potential solution to the issue.

Field study is now a complsory aspect of the Leaving certificate curriculum. This year our sixth year group will travel t
Killarney national park to undertake an investigation on the effects of river transportation and deposition. This is an extait
method of study as not onlydoes it provide students with essential marks prior to the examination but students will learr
first- hand of the effects of river transportation and deposition in the natural environment.

Our Geography departmentstrongly advocate expanding studer® geogaphical skill-set and knowledge outside of the

classroom and into the natural environment where possible as firovides students with a firsthand experience of the specifi
topic of study and assists students in achieving their learning objectives. Asettschool year progresses into the spring an
summer months we hope to maximise the potential of our local environment for the good of our students.

Photographs: TY visiting Crag Cave and First years on the local river walk .
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A W inning Team
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supporters of our school teams over the last number of
years by providing very generous sponsorship which
enables us to make sure that all our teams look their best
when representing the school on the playing fields and
basketball courts around the country and it allows us to
look after all the students that give so much to the school
in terms of time, commitment and training. Thomas and
his staff provide us with an excellent service ensuring that
all staff and students are very well and safetly looked after
while travelling to various events duri ng the school year.
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